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FOLLOVING IS STATE DEPARTMENT® S PRELININARY ANALYSIS OF
THE VEST GERMAN ELECTIONS (EDITTED SLIGHTLY.

THE BRANDT GOVERNMENT HAS EMERGED FROM THE WOVEMBER 19
DLECTIONS WITH SOME 48 MORE SEATS IN THE BUNDESTAG THAN THE
GPPGSITION CDU/CSU AND VITH AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY FOR THE
COALITION OF MORE THAN 20 BUWDESTAG VOTES. TNIS WILL EWABLE BRANDT
TO FORN A STABLE GOVERNMENT WITH HIS FDP COALTION PARTNER, WHICHM
M AND WALTER SCHEEL WILL QUICKLY DO. THE ELECTION OUTCOME
CONSTITUTES A PERSONAL TRIUMPH FOR BRAMDT AND A POPULAR MANDATE
FOR HIM TO CONTINUE KIS FOREIGN POLICY BOTH IN THE EAST AMD IN
THE WEST. IT ALSO INDICATES TTHAT A MAJORITY OF THE GERMAN PUBLIC
1S CONFIDENT THAT BRAWT VILL, IF GIVEN TINE, BE ABLE TO DEAL
SICCESSFULLY VITH DOMESTIC ISSUES OF INFLATION AND SOCIAL REFORM,

THE FOLLOVING CONCLUSIONS EMERGE FROM THE ELECTION OWTCOME:

- THL SPD, UNDER BRAWDT® S LEADERSHIP, HAS FOR TME FIRSTT TIME
EECOME THE LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY IN THE FRG. IT IS TWUS CLEAR
THAT THE GERWAN POPULATION WOV VIEV BOTH MAJOR PARTIES AS
COMPETENT TO GOVERN BYT, BUY GIVING MORE THAN & PERCENT TO
TME SMALL FDP, HAVE ALSO SHOWN A DESIRE TO MAINTALN A TNIRD

PARTY AS 4 QUARANTEER AQATEST EXYCFSAIVE GRIENTATION TOWARD TMS T -
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RIGHE OR TME LEST ON THE PART OF THE CDhit QR SPD.
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-- EXTREME PARTIES OF@JE RIGHT AND LEFT VERE PRAJDICALLY

ALIMINATED IN THE ELECTION. THIS IS COMPLEMENTED BY
THE EXTRAORDINARY VOTER PARTICIPATION OF 98 PERCENT OF THE

H.IGIBLE VOTERS DESPITE BAD WEATHER IN MANY AREAS., [IT(GSO VCEENT FROMT
IS RECORD NOW CLOSELY THE BEST GERMAN POPULATION

FEELS INVLOVED IN THE FREE POLITICAL SYSTEN WKICH HAS BEEW
DEVELOPED IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC IN THE POST-WAR PERIOD,

«e WHILE THE CDU HAS SUFFERED A MAJOR DEFEAT IT STILL
RETAINS THE SUPPORT OF SOME 45 PERCENT OF THE POPYLATION.
IS FUTURE AS A VIABLE PARTY 1S NOT IN DOUBT, THERE WILL
UNQUEST I0NABLY BE VWIDE RANGING CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP, HOWEVER,
AMD BARZEL MAY FIND IT DIFFICULT TO RETAIN HIS HOLD OF THE TOP,

THE FIRST STEPS OF THE MEW BRANDT GOVERWMENT TO GAIN MAJOR
PUBLIC ATTENIION ARE LIKELY AGAIN TO BE IN TME FIELD OF
EASTERN POLICY., THE CHANCELLOR VILL SIGN THE GENERAL RELATIONS
TREATY WITN THE GDR IN EAST BERLIN BEFORE CHRISTMAS, THIS
VILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE FULL~ SCALE EMERGENCE OF THE GDR ON
THE INTERMATIONAL SCEME, TME FRG WILL INVOLVE ITSELF
DEEPLY IN THE CSCE AND MBFR TALXS WHICH IT WILL VIEV AS AN
EXTENSION OF THE BRANMT EASTERN POLICY., (ON MBFR 1IN PARTICULAR,
THIS MAY PRODYCE SOME PROBLEMS FOR US, A MEMORANDUM WILL BE
SENT SEPARATELY ON THIS,) o

BRANDT WILL CONTINUE TO PLACE MAJOR IMPORTANCE ON HIS
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITK THE UNITED STATES AND ON ENHANCING THE
COMESION AND STABILITY BOTH OF THE EUROPEANN COMMUNITY AND THE
ATLANIIC ALLIANCE. THE GOVERWMENTAL STABILITY WHICH TME
R.ECTION OUTCOME HAS ASSURED IS BOUND TO GIVE THE FRG AN EVEN
STRONGER VOICE 1IN THESE ORGAWIZATIONS AND WE CAN EXPECT THE
GERMAN GOVERMMENT TO SSPEAK AND ACT WITH INCREASED SELF-

CONFIDENCE, TMNIS SHOULD SERVE THE ULTIMATE INTERESTS OF THE

UMITED STATES SINCE AN ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENT FOR A PEACEFUL
SIRUYCTURE IN EUROPE IS THE EXISTANCE OF A STABLE AND
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT IR BOWNM.
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